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CHRISTIAN WORDS TO A
HOMOSEXUAL

These words are addressed to men and women
who either are or think they are homosexuals.
They are also addressed to other people who
wish to understand homosexuals.

The writer has three purposes. First, to
describe the homosexual condition about which
there is so much misunderstanding and often a
lack of sympathy on the part of ill-informed
people. Second, to emphasize the love of God
for men and women who have homosexual
tendencies—a love which is extended to them
just as it is extended to the rest of God’s chil-
dren. Third, to make a few suggestions which
may help those who know themselves to be, or
think they might be, homosexual in their per-
sonal sexual drive.

One thing should be made clear at the very
beginning. The writer of these words has had
considerable experience in talking with and in
counselling homosexuals, most of them young
people but others who have been well on in
age. He cannot take towards them the nega-
tive and condemnatory attitude which has so
often been characteristic of Christians—char-
acteristic, too, of many who do not profess the
Christian faith. Homosexuals have been made
to suffer in countless ways: through social ostra-
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cism, through genuine persecution, through
police action, through rejection by church
groups, and through a failure on the part of
many even to attempt to understand the dyna-
mics of homosexual personality. But a Chris-
tian must believe that the Church of Christ
exists for the purpose of bringing to every
human being an awareness of God’s love, dis-
closed in Christ. He must also believe that it is
the duty of the church, through its ministers
and lay people, to accept all God’s children as
brothers and sisters. So a homosexual is a per-
son to be helped, not rejected; to be welcomed
into the Christian fellowship, not refused en-
trance; and always to be treated as one who is
loved by the God whom Christians profess to
worship and serve.

If the non-homosexual who happens to pick
up this booklet cannot make that attitude his
own, he is very likely to be infuriated by the
words here addressed primarily to the homo-
sexual. He may think that what is being said
is too “permissive,” perhaps “immoral.” But in
that case, let it be said in all humility, judg-
ment is on that reader. “Let him that is among
you cast the first stone,” said Jesus to those who
were prepared to pelt a woman taken in adultery
“In the very act.” All of us, without exception,
have fallen short of God’s will for us; all of us
violate the loving relationship with God which
is reflected in our relationships with other men
and women. Hence all of us are sinners. The
homosexual is in no worse case than any other
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human being. The only difference between him
and others is that his sexual interest and in-
stincts are directed towards persons of his own
sex, rather than to those of the opposite sex.
What this means we shall be discussing in a
minute. But it does not mean that the homo-
sexual is less than human, other than human.
If he is a sinner, then so are you and I. Every-
one of us needs to know and accept the love of
God; everyone of us needs God’s forgiveness,
his compassion, and his help. If people who
are not homosexually inclined will only ac-
knowledge that they need these things for
themselves, they will also have to acknowledge
that they must offer this love, acceptance, for-
giveness, and help to their fellows who happen
to find their only possibility of love in a per-
son who belongs to their own, and not the
other, sex.

What is the homosexual condition?

In the briefest terms, it is the condition of
those who find themselves strongly attracted to
members of their own sex. The great majority
of men and women are drawn towards and
sexually stimulated by a person of the other sex.
“Boy meets girl; boy falls in love with girl.”
That is the way it usually happens. But there
are a considerable number of men and women
whose interest is the other way. A man feels
drawn to, interested in, and sexually stimulated
by another man; a woman is in the same posi-
tion in respect to another woman.
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